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Synopsis:
Still Waters is a story of two inter-generational women who at first glance have little in common, but in
fact share a surprising connection from their past trauma.

Set in Singapore from the late 1960s to the 2000s, the story begins with the protagonist, Mercy Ann
Williams, a 40-year-old teacher who lives alone in an old bungalow. One day, a family of four with two
teenaged daughters, moves in next door. Her curiosity about the family escalates into a protective
obsession with the couple’s 10-year-old daughter, Anna, who bears the brunt of her mother’s frustrations.
When the family suddenly leaves in the middle of the night, Mercy is beset with guilt and fear for Anna’s
life. Things come to a head when the two women meet many years later.

In Still Waters by Anita Othman, we see how two women deal with their circumstances differently,
changing the course of their lives as a result.
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Marketing Notes: Domestic violence is a topic that is often not talked about especially in
Singapore and Southeast Asia. Parents often dismiss it as an essential component of discipline.
However, the emotional and physical scars inflicted on children usually take years to overcome. And
some never do. Worse, it may even affect their parenting skills when they become parents themselves.
My book will resonate with many people who have had this experience and may break this taboo of not
speaking out about their parents.

Sr1Le WATERS 1S A STORY OF TWO INTER-GENERATIONAL
WOMEN WHO, AT FIRST GLANCE, HAVE LITTLE IN COMMON,
BUT IN FACT SHARE A SURPRISING CONNECTION FROM THEIR
PAST TRAUMA.

SET IN SINGAPORE FROM THE LATE 1960s 10 ThHE 20005,
THIS STORY BEGINS WITH THE PROTAGONIST, MERCY ANN
Witniams, A 40-VEAR-OLD TEACHER WHO LIVES ALONE
IN AN OLD BUNGALOW. ONE DAY, A FAMILY OF FOUR
WITH TWO TEEN-AGED DAUGHTERS MOVES IN NEXT DOOR.
MERCY'S CURIOSITY ABOUT THE FAMILY ESCALATES INTO A
PROTECTIVE OBSESSION WITH THE COUPLE™S 10-vEAR-OLD.
DAUGHTER, ANNA, WHO BEARS THE BRUNT OF WER
MOTHER'S FRUSTRATIONS. WHEN THE FAMILY SUDDENLY

LEAVES IN THE MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT, MERCY IS BESET

WITH GUILT AND FEAR FOR ANNA'S LIFE. THINGS COME TO

A MEAD WHEN THE TWO WOMEN MEET MANY YEARS LATER.

In Stiee Waregs sy Anita OTHMAN, FOLLOW THESE

TWO WOMEN AS THEY DEAL WITH THEIR CIRCUMSTANCES

DIFFERENTLY, CHANGING THE COURSES OF THEIR LIVES AS &

ARESULY. ]
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